COUNCIL - 30 MARCH 2023

NOTICES OF MOTION
Executive Summary
The following motions have been submitted by elected members. The motion received from
Councillor Nicholson was received in time to be included on the agenda sheet and is repeated here.

The motion by Councillor Davis was received following publication of the agenda but before the
deadline for notices of motion.

Councillor E Nicholson

“Retrospective Surface Water Action

The latest State of the UK Climate report indicates the UK has become wetter over the last few
decades, although with significant annual variation. 2011-2020 was 9% wetter than 1961-1990.
From the start of the observational record in 1862, six of the ten wettest years across the UK have
occurred since 1998.

The recent UK climate projections (UKCP18) provide the most up-to-date assessment of how the
UK climate could change over the 21st century. Overall, the UK is expected to experience wetter
winters and drier summers.

However, rain that does fall in summer will likely be more intense than what we currently experience.
For example, rainfall from an event that typically occurs once every 2 years in summer is expected
to increase by around 25%. This will impact on the frequency and severity of surface water flooding,
particularly in urban areas.

In towns and cities, flash floods are a growing problem. Concrete can’'t soak up rainwater, so in
heavy downpours it has nowhere to go except into drains, overloading sewers and setting off flash
floods. During the recent heavy rainfall, the water caused slippages within the station underpass and
led to pooling of water within areas of the town centre.

Therefore this motion proposes that this Council:

1. Engages with South West Trains to seek to secure surface water drainage systems are
retrospectively fitted to the two entrances to the station underpass and /or other measures to
capture rainwater are installed to reduce the excess water overspill causing slippage within the
underpass.

2.  That Woking planning applications continue to be assessed with surface water drainage
systems in mind and that the County, as the lead flood authority is consulted on planning
applications where required.

3.  That Woking Borough Council work proactively with the partners to green Victoria Square, and

introduce features such as rainwater gardens in line with the aspirations of the town centre
Masterplan.”
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https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/about/state-of-climate
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Councillor K Davis

“At the March Overview & Scrutiny Committee meeting, Enterprise M3, the Local Enterprise
Partnership discussed the Guildford to Basingstoke Digital Spine and confirmed that Woking would
not have a spur to join the Gigabit link.

Connecting to the Internet via Gigabit links is a key part of the Digital Strategy as it is important for
the economic output of the borough as well as the limitless opportunities high speed links provides
to residents.

Would the Council please investigate opportunities that exist with a view to ensuring that the borough

is connected to the fastest possible digital backbone as soon as possible and certainly within three
years if it cannot be achieved within the Digital Strategy period.”

Background Papers: None.
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